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What Spanish courts are saying
	– The Provincial Court of Las Palmas, in its Judgment of 14 July, considers that both the arbitral in-

stitution and the arbitrators who have acted in an arbitration proceeding have standing to legally 
claim the payment of fees from the parties involved in the arbitration.

	– The High Court of Justice of Navarra, in its Judgment of 9 October, rejects a request for the court 
appointment of an arbitrator, on the grounds that an arbitration clause in a company’s articles 
of association that submits “any dispute between the shareholders and the company or be-
tween the shareholders themselves” to arbitration, does not include claims against a director. 
According to the Court, such a clause should not be interpreted extensively.

	– The High Court of Justice of Madrid, in its Judgment of 19 October, partially upholds a request to 
set aside  an award for breach of public policy. The Court criticises the “radical deficit of reason-
ing and assessment of the copious body of evidence in the case file”, which leads to the partial 
setting aside of the award. The judgment has two separate opinions, one concurring and the 
other dissenting. 

	– The High Court of Justice of Madrid, in its Judgment of 25 October, upholds a request to set aside 
an award on the grounds of the non-existence of an arbitration agreement. In this case, the par-
ties signed a contract with an arbitration clause and, the following day, signed a new contract 
with a jurisdictional clause. The Court considers that the intention to submit the disputes to arbi-
tration had not been established. 

What is happening outside Spain
	– An arbitral tribunal, in its Award issued on 5 October 2023, rejects the Democratic Republic of 

Congo’s application for revision of an ICC award issued 10 years ago, under the pretext that the 
president of the tribunal had allegedly received bribes. 

	– Two new relevant decisions on sovereign immunity: (i) the Federal Court of Australia, in its 
Judgment of 24 October, holds that the Republic of India cannot invoke immunity to prevent the 
enforcement of an $111 million award; and (ii) the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia, in its Judgment of 17 November, holds that Russia cannot invoke immunity to prevent 
the enforcement of several awards worth $60 billion, in the context of the Yukos case.  

Some interesting publications and events
	– Jus Mundi published the guide “Enforcement of ICSID Awards Around the World: A Guide”, which 

analyses the regulation on the enforcement of ICSID awards in 28 jurisdictions around the world.  

	– Nicholas Emiliou (Advocate General of the CJEU), in his non-binding Opinion of 9 November, 
finds that the United Kingdom Supreme Court would have breached general principles of 
European Union law by allowing the enforcement of the ICSID award issued in the Micula case, 
despite the fact that the European Commission has already stated that the payment of the award 
would constitute State aid. 

	– The Madrid Bar Association launched, on 28 November, its Arbitration Section. In the ses-
sion, the topic “Arbitration, its improvements today: new challenges to decongest Courts” was 
discussed.

What we have been up to at Pérez-Llorca
	– Daragh Brehony (Litigation and Arbitration lawyer at Pérez-Llorca) participated as a speaker, on 

17 November, at the Dublin International Arbitration Day 2023.

	– Felipe Nazar (Litigation and Arbitration partner at Pérez-Llorca) published, on 22 November, his 
opinion article “International arbitration in Madrid: the new Miami?” in Expansión Jurídico.

SPAIN

ACADEMIC WORLD

INTERNATIONAL

PLL

Celia Cañete and Javier García Urbano

https://www.poderjudicial.es/search/AN/openDocument/fc8002e62569bdafa0a8778d75e36f0d/20231130
https://www.poderjudicial.es/search/AN/openDocument/5105a22093d8eae5a0a8778d75e36f0d/20231122
https://www.poderjudicial.es/search/AN/openDocument/73bbb2bfa607ce74a0a8778d75e36f0d/20231120
https://www.poderjudicial.es/search/AN/openDocument/9708e0eb48233fe9a0a8778d75e36f0d/20231120
https://files.lbr.cloud/public/2023-11/CMPX_CG_231005_Sentence%20recevabilite_EN%20sworn.pdf?VersionId=bYWI7vsGInfZx8N.fyLj5kBwgW6FVK_v
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2023/2023fca1266
https://gmllimited.com/app/uploads/2023/11/20231117-D.D.C._14-cv-01996_dckt_000276_000.pdf
https://dailyjus.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2023-Jus-Mundi-Guide-to-Enforcement-of-ICSID-Awards-Around-the-World.pdf?utm_source=DJ+PDF&utm_medium=DJ&utm_campaign=Guide+Enforcement+of+ICSID+Awards+-+PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A62022CC0516&qid=1699612532317
https://fernandezrozas.com/2023/11/29/inauguracion-de-la-seccion-de-arbitraje-del-ilustre-colegio-de-la-abogacia-de-madrid-28-de-noviembre-de-2023/
https://arbitrationireland.com/diad-programme/
https://www.expansion.com/juridico/opinion/2023/11/22/655e2665e5fdea0b3a8b45a2.html
https://www.expansion.com/juridico/opinion/2023/11/22/655e2665e5fdea0b3a8b45a2.html

